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2025 FALL ARTS GUIDES


14 albums by New England 
musicians to listen to this fall 
September 15, 2025
• Noah Schaffer

For many New England musicians, there is a constant nagging question: Would it be better to move to a 
music capital like Los Angeles, New York, Nashville or Atlanta?


As the fall album guide shows, the answer is often a definitive “no.” The most glaring proof is Couch, whose 
Boston home address hasn’t stopped the band from becoming an international touring attraction. There are 
plenty of other examples, too. Gregory Groover Jr. and Zahili Gonzalez Zamora are making jazz of the highest 
caliber right here in the city. Northern New Englanders Ali McGuirk and Jon Nolan have become roots music 
stalwarts. And Billy Dean Thomas’ queer hip-hop and Michael Prentky’s radical Jewish music show that 

https://www.wbur.org/tag/2025-fall-arts-guides
https://www.wbur.org/inside/staff/noah-schaffer


artists working proudly outside of the mainstream can always find a home here. Then there are the Gypsy 
Moths, who grew up loving Boston garage greats The Dogmatics — and now share a label (Rum Bar 
Records) and stages with them. It all gives open-minded listeners reason to be excited about both this batch 
of releases and the future generations of musicians these artists will inspire.


Zahili Gonzalez Zamora, 'Overcoming' 

Oct. 24 
Cuban-born, Boston-based pianist/vocalist Zahili Gonzalez Zamora says that “Rumination,” 
one of the compositions on her forthcoming album, is a reflection on the self-doubt that 
musicians can feel before or after they take the stage. Considering the power of her playing 
and the immense depth of her compositions, it’s hard to imagine Zamora has anything to 
worry about. The five pieces on “Overcoming” show that she’s more than come into her own 
as a major talent. She draws on everything from classical music to Afro-Cuban traditions and 
attracts such major jazz figures as Sean Jones and Pedrito Martinez to her recording band. 
Zamora’s journey has involved both the inner apprehensions that inspired the pieces in 
“Overcoming” as well as many years spent playing in Canada and Asia. Now Boston is 
fortunate to call the recently minted U.S. citizen a member of our musical community. 

Zahili Gonzalez Zamora celebrates the album release at Scullers Jazz Club on Oct. 24. 
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QUOTES! 
"The five pieces on "Overcoming" show that she's more than come into her own 

as a major talent." - Noah Schaffer, WBUR.org 

"Zahili Zamora's new release is a timeless evocation of Cuban musical traditions, an aural 
tapestry of the diaspora's sorrows and the beauty of spiritual yearnings." 

-- Journalist/Author/Filmmaker Jason Berry 

"Rarely do musicians like Zahili Zamora and albums like Overcoming arrive on the scene so 
fully formed. Clearly this “new” artist has spent years mastering her art in ways that reflect the 

rich heritage of Afro-Cuban music while lending a powerful new take on where it overlaps 
with Jazz. Gifted, vibrant, inspirational and with an authentic voice that will go far, Zamora’s 

compositional talents are pristine as Overcoming shines throughout." - Jazz Journalist 
Michael Ambrosino, 33third.org. 

The buzz around Cuban pianist Zahili Zamora is powerful: her elegant keyboard wizardry and 
precision vocals jump fresh from Havana's worldwide stage, polished bright in Berklee 

College's graduate program. True: Zahili's quartet opened the 10th Cambridge Jazz Festival in 
a joyous, action-packed hour that launched the crowd giddy with delight. Yet this debut CD 
reveals her candid, intimate side in a surprisingly laid-back chamber suite that tracks her 

personal journey in musical vignettes with a stellar cast of simpatico colleagues: Sean Jones, 
flugelhorn; Gerson Lazo, bass, Yosvany Terry, sax; Pedrito Martinez, percussion and Julian 

Miltenberger, Yandy Garcia and Keisal Jimenez on drums. We await more! 
- Fred Bouchard, journalist for Downbeat, The Boston Globe, more 

________________ 
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Zahili Zamora 
Overcoming 
(Self-Produced) 
 

            A few years ago, Zahili Zamora performed at the Monterey Jazz Festival, making a strong 
impression on me when she improvised on piano while singing in harmony at the same time. While other 
performers might sing while playing unisons on piano or guitar, I have still never heard anyone else improvise 
vocal harmonies at that tempo.


            Years have passed and now Zahili Zamora has a new 34-minute EP, 
Overcoming. Unknown to me and most of her audience, she often felt 
nervousness and emotional turmoil before and after her performances, 
wondering if she was good enough. Although the answer was obviously yes, 
it has taken her some time to overcome the fear. The five originals on this 
set address that problem.


            The opener, “Rumination,” begins with 
some brief spoken word, features Sean Jones on 

flugelhorn playing the theme and an inventive solo, and Ms. Zamora contributing 
some thoughtful piano accompanied by bassist Gerson Lazo Quiroga, drummer 
Julius Millenberger, and Pedrito Martinez on bata drums. “Blissful Sorrow,” which is about learning new ideas 
while letting go of some of the values from the past, has Zahili Zamora singing wordlessly a little. It includes 
some adventurous playing from Yosvany Terry on soprano and is more blissful than sorrowful. Quiroga and 
Millenberger are part of the rhythm section again.


            “Despair,” a flugelhorn-piano duet with Sean Jones, is not as bleak as the title might make one believe 
and is actually a bit optimistic. The pianist takes “Duality Embrace” as an unaccompanied solo. That piece is 
about meshing together her many influences from classical music to jazz while becoming a very individual 
musical melting pot.  Overcoming concludes with “Negra” which triumphantly finds her accepting who she is 
without apology. Zahili Zamora contributes another powerful piano solo while joined by Quiroga, drummer 
Yandy Garcia Palacio, and percussionist Keisel Jiminez.


            The release of Overcoming (available from www.zahilizamora.com) is a major step 
forward for the pianist. Hopefully next time one will get to experience those improvised vocal 
harmonies!           -Scott Yanow
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